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Ever had a DREAM …
of being a concerto soloist
         in front of a full symphony orchestra?

Sunday,19 April 2026
Silk Hall, Radley College, Abingdon
(by kind permission of the Warden)


ADJUDICATORS
Alexander Walker (Musical Director of Abingdon & District Musical Society)
Internationally-regarded conductor whose concert-work and discography has introduced audiences to music with which they are unfamiliar. He is in demand with orchestras and opera houses all over the world, including the Royal Opera House, Finnish National Opera, Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, English Chamber Orchestra, Russian State Symphony Orchestra and most recently BBC National Orchestra of Wales and the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra.
William Fong
William is a Professor at the Royal Academy of Music  and Head of Keyboard at the Purcell School for Young Musicians, one of Europe's leading specialist schools for talented young musicians. He is also Visiting Professor at the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland. William maintains a busy schedule of recitals, masterclasses, teaching and lecturing both in the UK and abroad, as well as regular commitments to some of the finest international piano summer schools.
       Sebastian Müller
Sebastian Müller is Professor of Violin at the University of Music and Performing Arts in Vienna. He is widely regarded as one of the most sought-after violin pedagogues of his generation and is particularly renowned for guiding exceptionally gifted pre-college students. He also teaches principal-study violin classes at the Royal Northern College of Music, and is a visiting professor of violin at the Escuela Superior de Música de Alto in Spain.  He also enjoys an extensive performance career.
      Paul Harris
Paul Harris is one of the UK’s most influential music educationalists. He studied the clarinet at the Royal Academy of Music, where he won the August Manns Prize for outstanding performance in clarinet playing and where he now teaches. He is in great demand as a teacher, composer, and writer (he has written over 600 books). His inspirational masterclasses continue to influence young musicians and teachers all over the world.
ELIGIBILITY
	 a)  Candidates must be 19 years and under on 31st August 2026.
         b) They must have a good result at Grade 8 or written confirmation from 
      their teacher of having reached an equivalent standard.
	c)  Pupils of the adjudicators and previous winners may not enter.
 REQUIREMENT
Own choice of one or more movements of any concerto with a duration of up to 18 minutes.  An official accompanist will be available if required.
PROSPECTS
For the winner (if of sufficient merit) — the opportunity of giving a concerto performance at a public concert with the Abingdon Symphony Orchestra and a cash prize of £300. For one runner-up ‑ an open rehearsal with the orchestra and a cash prize of £100.

ABINGDON MUSIC FESTIVAL 2026
CONCERTO COMPETITION
ENTRY FORM
	Name

	Date of Birth

	Address



Postcode

	Telephone

	E-mail

	Instrument

	Standard reached

	Name & address of teacher



If the candidate has not passed Grade 8 when this form is submitted, the teacher should add here or enclose a signed statement to confirm that they are of good Grade 8 standard.








	Title, composer and length of concerto movement(s) to be performed



	Will official accompanist be required (please circle)?     Yes  /  No

	
Performing experience
Please include details of previous experience as a soloist, chamber musician and orchestral player (if applicable). This will be of particular importance if we have to select candidates in the event that applications exceed the time available.
You are welcome to continue on an additional sheet if necessary.





















Your completed entry form should be sent, together with a cheque for the entry fee of £40.00 (made payable to Abingdon Music Festival) to:
 
 Rosemary Joseph, 8 Staverton Road, Oxford OX2 6XJ

to arrive no later than 20 March 2026.

Final details and directions will be sent no later than 10 April 2026 (if you have not provided an email address please enclose SAE with this form). We shall ask for a copy of your accompaniment to be sent by the 1 April if you have requested an official accompanist.
Further copies of this entry form can be downloaded from the website www.abmusfest.org.uk
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